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This is the 


life cycle of a 
What is th creature. | 
at is the 
similarity between Name it. 
these animals? 
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Dear titdren, 

Tam sure you will agree with me when 
{say that our Prime Minister deserves our 
congratulations for solving the Cauvery 
problem amicably. 


A lot of heat and dust have been cre 
ated over the years between Karnataka 
‘and Tamil Nadlu in connection with shar- 
ing of the river's water. But now ruffed fe 
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isters have agreed on a formula, 








Of course there have been some compromises and both Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu have toned doten their respective stands. But it is only by a mutual give and 
take policy that such problems can be solved. 

“Ancient king KARIKALA CHOLA buile the frst dam across river Cauvery tou 
sani of years.ago and the farmers in the Cauvery basin have been using (t's water 
for agriculture fom time immemorial. [fnow afterall these long long years, Karnataka 
‘says i will not gloe water, naturally Tamil Nadu is offended ad insists on tts riparian 
rights, 

But Karnataka too needs water for its irigation and power projects, and since 
the upper Cauvery flows through Karnataka, the people of that state feel that they 

first right over the waters and that they can give Tamil Nadu onty whe bs 











‘There is substance in what both states 

i, for no one can deny that agriculture 
in Karnataka is as important as agricul: 
ture in Tamil Nadu. So a compromise 
asedl on friendship and mutual coopera 
ton (s welcome tn such situations wher 
there is dharma on both sides. 

But one should not compromise with 
adharma. Unfortunately such compro: 
‘mises dlo take place in our country. Our 
leaders in order to stay in power and enjoy * 
the fruits oft, do yeild to threats and even blackmail 

We may not be able put an end to this trend immesliately or in the near future. 
But we must not only be aware of such happenings ut also identify andl express our 
displeasure over them gently and clearly. At least we are informing the concerned 
‘persons that we cannot be duped and that we believe inthe ultimate victory of Truth, 

Well, chat is what democracy is all about! 


fred ro Ta ta an 


Love, 





Oat ne ee as enioaes - 
‘Of all created things the loveliest Nea 
‘And most divine are children. iets 
— William Canton ae 
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Teachers are the guides who mould 
tomorrow's citizens. The State and Central 
governments honour and recognise the 
service of teachers on Sept. 5. the birthday 
of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Let us also 
recognise the services of our teachers by 

living upto their expectation. 
'S, Maya, Std. VIN, 
TVS Academy, Hosur 
My pen friends and I have begun an 
‘organisation — CRY-BAN. It proposes 
to ban child labour through its little 
‘commandos. 1 request friends to join this 
organisation. We could begin by saying; 

“NO” to crackers. 

‘Shaheen Iqbal, P3B. No. 11, 
Madurai 

Cut off point! 
Gokulam’s quality is falling. Why was 
Fantasia cut off at such an unsuitable point? 
‘8. Yaser Habeeb, age 14 
Scarborough, Canada 





Dear Yaseri, 
Fantasia is a continuous picture story. « 
Ed. 

Hail India! 


I read that some BJP MP's of UP have 

boycotted American drinks until America 

lifts its sanctions against India. 1 100 

followed suit. Even Gokulam readers can 
adopt this attitude. 

C. Balaji, X1, 

‘Chinmaya Vidhyalaya, 

Rajapalayam 


Grandma worm had suggested getting in 
touch with Blue Cross Society. Can you 
give me the address of Blue Cross Society 
in Bangalore? : 
K. Vivek, VIB, 
MES Kishore Kendra School, 
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Dear Vivek, 


Look up the telephone 
directory. You can also 
get in touch with the 


Animal Welfare Board or 


the Veterinary Hospital 
in your city. 
‘Thanks, Mom! 


I loved Mother's D: 
Special issue. A mother, 
Indian or otherwise, isa 
very special person, It 
isa way of saying thanks 
to her for her uncondi- 
tional support, love and 
‘encouragement. What is 





celebrating Mother's 
Day? What's wrong in 
proclaiming our love 





R 
4 
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Name these sports 


Whats the similarity between 

these gam 
10 winners will be selected by 
lots. Hurry! Send in your entries 
by 10 Sept ‘98. All correct ent 
will be elgible for the lot. 
September 98 GOKULAM 





Check it out 
contest no.1 


Wine! 

Shanu, Chennat 

K.Satyavathy, Bangalore 
V.V¥eyappriya, Chennat 

Vinay R. Acharya, Thane 
Rafeeq Ahamed PK. Palakkad 
Leena Narayanan, Chennat 
R, Mekhala Chennat 

N. Gayathri, Salem 

S. Ramya, Chennai andl 

8, Bhavani, Chennat 


Winners of Contest no.2 


We received many entries. Only 
four have sent the correct answers, Here 
are the answers to the question. 

4) Charminar - Hyderabad 

2) Vijay Sthamb - Chittorgadh 

3) Taj Mahal - Agra 

4) Qutab Minar - Delhi 

Taj Mahal is a tomb while the rest 
were built to commemorate victory, 

Winners 

1) Siddharth Sahu, Bangalore. 

2) R. Ramya, Bangalore 

3) Aditya Narasimhan 
and 

4) K. Vishnu Priya, Haldwant, 
uP 























N.Dethi. 








Paste this coupon on your answer 
sheet and send it to us. 


Editor, 

|Gokulam, 

|47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
lEkkaduthangal, 

|Chennai - 600 098. 
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‘Beggar:"Pieaso givame sweets or cakes.” 
‘Woman: ‘Why? Wont bread do?” 
Beggar: "Today is my bihday.” 





‘Vijayn:*Can anyone predict the future 
with cards?” 
Anita: “My mum can! I only have to 
show my report card and she tells ex: 
‘actly what'll happen when dal comes 
home.” 





Pavithra Sundar, 
age 11, std VIL, St. Anthony Girls 
High School, Chembur, Mumbai 


(fan oral test the teacher asked 
a fifth standard student to spell a 
simple word ‘needle’. The child 
spelt it ‘neidl icher told him 
that there w 
‘The child replied. "Teacher 
needle must have an eye; otherwise 

it will be a rotten needle.” 
S. Kathyayani, Std Vil, St. 
Aloysius Girls Higher Secondary 
School, Tuticorin 
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Sculpture discovered 


A\ rare 6th century idol of a god- 
dess has been discovered at a tem- 
ple in Tirukkadaiyur, Tamilnadu, 

The sculpture dates to Pallava 
period. It was found by an archaeo!- 
ogy student. 


Potful of coins _ 


Labourers unearthed a potful of 
silver and copper coins dating to 
49th century, The pot was found 
around the Nanha Diwala temple at 
Panna in Madhya Pradesh. The mud 


poor farmer lived by himself at the 
edge ofthe village. He was paid two rupees 





WIPPETS 


utensil contained 500 silver and 71 





copper coins, The one-rupee silver 
coins dated back to 1835 and 
1883. 


Robot ‘p-2' 


Honda motor 
company, Tokyo, 
Japan has manu- 
factured a new ro: 
bot that can findits 
way around obsta- |“ 
cles, climb steps 
and use hand tools 
without much in: 
struction, 


==: MAGIC 


cked out his living, One day on his way back 
to his hut, e found a girl in tatters beside 
his hut. He asked her who she was. The li 
th irl said her name was Bhavana, She was 
conly seven. The farmer decided to take her 
home, He told the gil to take care of the 
house when he went for work. 

Bhavana agreed. One day the farmer 
found a water melon inthe field, His master 
let him have the water melon, The farmer 






































The 6 - feet, 210 -kg “p-2" robot 
has two arms and two legs, a squar- 
ish head and resembles man in a 
box - like space suit. 

“p-2" can keep its balance when 
given a shove even on a slope it 
hasn't been on before. 


Living with 








scorpions 


A Bangalore - born Malaysian 
lived with more than 6000 poisonous 





scorpions inside a seven foot glass 
cage for 21 days. Ali Khan has bro- 





‘brought the 
ME LO N melon home 
Bhavana was 
pleased with the huge melon. She cut the 
‘melon immediately. Even as she began cot- 
ting the melon, something jumped out ofthe 
melon. Bhavana was taken aback. The be- 
ing said, “Don't be afraid. Lama genie. Ask 
what you want, and it shall be yours.” 
Bhavana said, “Make this poor farmer 
‘wealthy. We will then live happily.” 
“Soe it” said the gene. “But take care 
that your wealth does not make you arro- 
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ken the earlier record held 


by an Indonesian for this feat. He 
lived with 4000 scorpions for 15 





Around a 
Table 


Around 15,000 people sat at a 
single table in the village of Krov, W. 
Germany for a wine - tasting festi- 
val 

The 2.5 mile long table holds the 
Guinness record. It held two tonnes 
of roast meat, three tonnes of Potato 
salad seasoned with 150 kg of mus- 
tard. About 20,000 Its of moselle 
wine was also placed on the table. 

Suresh K. Anjum, 

Calcutta 

ans Tor rt does hen all your wealth wil 
<isappeat 

The next morning, Bhavana and the 
farmer found themselves on huge beds in a 
lange house. As years went by, the farmer 
proved tobe as good ashe was when he was 
1 poor farmer. He even became the king of 
the land and ruled wisely 

Bhavana was married off to the hand- 
some prince ofthe neighbouring kingdom. 
[Neither the farmer nor Bhavana ever forgot 


the kind genie. 
Le Indrani, Std Vi, 
‘St.Thomas Eng HS, Gudalur. 




































TO SCHOOL 


WITH LEDA 


Noir - teva nas taunches 11 
edutainment’ CD ROM titles for children 
Youngsters tal stages of development can 
benefit from these educational tiles 
These CO ROMS are aimed at children 
between 6 and 1. These can supplement 





‘maths and languages. 

There are virtual games to Destination Earth, 
You can challenge your 
wits with Dr D. Ranged. 












You can play with your 
protractor, set squares 
and compass. You can 
learn answers to 
‘questions on friction, 
induction and 

At the tap of a 
key you have all 
the information 
you need. And plenty of 
fun too! 

















ta the ofa Twill make for good reading 
during bedtime. Had the story 
into human been condensed it would have been 
territory nds up tasting too crisper, tis priced Rs, 35. 
nue pany. The book is Vikas Publishing House Put. Lid. 
aimed at 7-10 year olds, Written 576, Masjid Read, 








by Savita Shetty itis also amply spur, N.Delhi 
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Once I went to the 


Tt was not beyond my reach. 
Tsat watching the sea, 
So beautiful it was to see. 


I played in the sand, 
Twatched as water washed 


The sun sank in the west, 
And birds came to their nest. 


I got ready to go back, 
When I met my friend Jack. 
e, I spoke to him, 
The light, now was so dim. 











T then waved him good-bye, 
My spirits were very high. 
By a bus, I reached my house, 
The artist in me fully roused. 


Isketched the beach and the 
nearby hamlet, 
On the bed then, I crept under 
the blanket. 
Tt was over, a fine sunday, 
Thad to go to school the 
next day! 
Shreesha S. Bhat, age 10, 
V std, St. Rita's Eng. Hr. Pri. 
School, Jeppu, 
Mangalore 


9 


eonardo da Vinci's most famous fascinated both with 
painting is Mona lisa. The woman in his model and his por- 
the portrait smiles mysteriously. Who the trait. The portrait has 
woman is smiling at is not revealed by the retained an exclusive 
picture. Her enigmatic smile has been aura. The face, enig- 
Copied many times over by many paint- matic in expression, 
ers to date, None have achieved that has tantalised millions 
effect. over the years. 
‘Mona lisa now hangs in the Louvre mu- The landscape be- 
seum, Paris. Louvre is the 


house of some of the rarest art 
pieces and antiques which are 
beyond all evaluation, Mona 
lisa was painted by Leonardo 


da Vinci 


between 
1503 and 
1506. Mona 
lisa was the 
a : 


wife of 
Florentine gentleman, Francesco del hind the woman adds 
Gioconda. Hence she was also called Lato the mystery of the 
Gioconda. Leonardo was 51 when picture. Leonardo 
he began painting her. Mona lisa was himself charmed 
was 24, by it and never gave 
Mona lisa would the portrait to 
come to the great Francesco. He always 
master's studio in Made an excuse that 
the late after- he had not finished it 
noons when the He carried it with him 
light was soft, wherever he.went. 
Leonardo While he painted her 
worked hard Portrait, Leornardo 
on this paint- used musicians, sing- 
ing for about e@fs and jesters to 
three years. keep his model in a 
During the merry mood. 
course of paint- [Jn 1516 when 
ing, he became L]Leonardo migrated 


= 
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Since then, it 
has remained in 
the possession of 
, the kings and em- 

erors of France 

In 1800, it was in 

the possession of 

Napoleon Bona- 
> parte. He hung 

it in his bedroom, 








ver the last 
450 years the 
painting has 
gone out of 


France only 
to France from Italy, twice. Once in 1911, the picture was sto- 
he was given a beau- jen from the Louvre and found two years, 





tiful palace in, Loire ater in Italy. The second time it was for 26 
valley by king days on a_ fantastically well 
Francis |. It is be- guarded and highly insured visit to the 
lieved that Francis | USA a guest of President John 
paid 4000 gold F, Kennedy. 

crowns for Mona lisa 

but could acquire it 

only alter the artist's. (Dear Sobana, please send in your 
death in 1519 age and school details). 


India is my land, WNT NT o) 


Rich is it’s soil, 
Rewarding people's toil. 
Twish my land to be the 
cleanest 
May it be the greenest. 
Ido love my country, 
And shall do so till eternity. 
Ananya Alexander, 
Mater Dei School, Age 8, 
New Delhi 





Shobana Ganesan, Baroda. 
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The nervous 

system is made up of the 

brain and the nerves which 
extend throughout the body. The 
nervous system keeps us on alert of 
the world outside and aids in adap- 
ting ourselves to our environment. 
‘What we see around usis carried 
asa stimuli to the brain by the eye 
and we are aware of the object we 








“The nerves inthe tongue Iransmit simul 


sec, The stimuli sent by the nerves 
on our skin makes us aware of the 
cool or warm air around us. The 
stimuli sent by the ear to the brai 
alerts us to the sounds around us. 

If you bit into a cake and found 
it sweet, it is because of the stimuli 
sent by your taste buds to your brain. 
‘The brain returns the message - 
‘sweet’. The nervous system is 
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broken up into 

three parts-the central 

or cerebrospinal, the peripheral 

nervous system and the autonomous 
nervous system. 





‘The central nervous system 


Various nerves leave the central 
nervous system. Nerves such as 
optic netves which leave the brain 
directly, are called cranial nerves. 
There are twelve cranial nerves 
which control various important 
actions of the body - such as taste, 
hearing, smell etc. The muscles of 
the body are usually controlled by 
the nerves which come off the spinal 
cord, 


* Good music can soothe frayed nerves 
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Nerves leave the spinal cord in 
pairs. There are 32 pairs of nerves 
in the spinal cord. ‘The spinal 
column serves two purposes. Some 
nerve impiilses are directed upto 
the brain where conscious action 
can be taken upon them, Others 





* While driving your reflex action is on 
display 


are routed directly to muscles of the 
lower nerve centres. They return to 
the special parts of the body which 
the nerves control, 

The peripheral nervous system 
consists of the nerves which come 
from the central nervous system, 
These nerves lead to the various 
parts of the body. 

‘The autonomous nervous system 
has two parts - the sympathetic and 
the parasympathetic. This nervous 
system regulates the internal organs 
of the human body. Thisis referred 
to as the vegetative nervous system 
because its main function is to keep 
the body working properly. 

The sympathetic nervous system 
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is arranged along both sides of the 
spinal column outside of the bony 
structure, The parasympathetic 
system has its origin in the brain, 
Since itwanders irregularly over the 
body, itis called the vagus nerve. 
In man, anervous impulse travels 
at the speed of 200 miles per hour 
(300 feet a second). ‘The nervous 
impulse is relayed to the brain, The 
brain then decides on the action to 
be taken, For eg, we see an object 
lying onatable, The impulse thata 
pencil isseen on the table is relayed 
to the brain, But the brain has to 
decide ifthe pencil has to be picked 
up. 
This example becomes clear 
hen we walk on the road. The city 
is noisy and crowded. We know to 
pick our way through the crowd and 
blank outnoises that we do not have 
any need for. Our brain will arouse 
no particular response to these 
noises. 


Some of the stimuli need not 
reach the brain, They reach the 
spinal cord and are responded to at 


* The brain sonds messages to the eye 
‘based on the object it sees, 





‘once. Foreg. when you touch a hot 
iron, you immediately remove your 
fingers, This is called reflex action. 
Here the stimuli reaches the spinal 
cord and then the brain; but the 
nervous system isalert to pain. You 
immediately withdraw your hand 
from the iron even before the 
message reaches the brain! 

‘Neuritis is inflammation of 
nerve. Doctors recommend. hot 
applications and rest 

Nervous breakdown isa resultof 
fatigue, improper blood circulation 
and lack of good food. Diseases, 
‘overwork, strain, or even overeating 
and too lite activity can cause ner 
vous breakdown. To keep yourself 
ina good condition, you must have 
proper food, good exercise, and you 
must develop good habits. 

Shell-shock or ‘Battle fatigue’ is 
a kind of nervous breakdown that 
‘occurs in soldiers during war-time. 
‘They are constantly ina state of alert- 
ness. The brain refuses to respond 
afier a certain time. Some of the 
symptoms of battle fatigue are head- 
aches, vomiting, faintness, rapid 
heartbeat or a constant feeling of 
worry or fear. Manyairmen of world 
war I exhibited thissyndrome, This 
is also called neurosis, 








* Beri beri is caused due to lack 
of Vitamin B. 
Pellagra or lack of niacin leads 
to insanity. 

* A.cut dendrite can be repaired 
by the body. A damage toa neuron 
is permanent. 
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1.Brain—Prime Minster (> 
2 He — Basing 
3. Bars —Post and Tele 


11. Leg—Trarsprtinsie | | 


12 Tongue — Brean er 
13.Lang—Homeminser 


M.Navya Raovaige3,| 


Neurotic: Persons constantly 
exhibiting hyperactivity are called 
neurotic, Theyare overexcited, have 
insomnia and tire easily, Such 
people become hysterical. In ex 
treme cases this leads also to 
amnesia. 

‘Amnesia isa state when the brain 
forgets certain events. Psychoan- 
alysts say amnesia is sometimes used 
by the brain to shut out unhappy or 
unpleasantevents. Ancurotic person 
isnotconsidered insane, The mental 
illness ofthe insane is called psychosis. 

‘Aneurotic person shows palpita- 
tions and nausea. This is not from 
stomach disorder but from excess 
flow of secretion by some ductless 
glands in the body. 

Itiseasy to curea neurotic person 
over a period of time. But insanity 
cannot be cured, 
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1 London there lived a worker 
q who eked out his living by writ- 
ing the names of films on the cin- 
ema halls, John's job was to climb 
Up the ladder once a week and fix, 
high on the front wall of the cinema 
hall, large metal letters spelling out 
the name of the film for the week 

‘One day, at three o'clock early 
morning, the telephone rang, Itwas 
the manager. He had just passed 
the cinema hall on his way home. 
He asked John to correct the name 
of the film, He was half asleep. But, 
he did understand that his boss 
was very concerned because the 
film should read - MY FAIR LADY 
and not MY FAIR LAD. 

When he reached the cinema 
hall, he found the letter Y on the 
pavement shattered to pieces 


'e hurried to the store room in 

[search of the letter ‘Y', But 
there were no Y's. 
He, however, 
found an 'X'. He 
sawed the 'X’ and 
made it appear like ‘Y'. When he 
tried to place it next to 'D’, the let- 
ter would not hold. John was really 
worried now. 

‘As he was pacing down the 
street he noticed the theatre oppo 
site his cinema hall. It was show- 
ing a film, "MY BOSS”. John 
climbed up and removed the ‘Y' 
and returned to the place where he 
worked. A policeman intercepted 
him and asked him, “Where are you 
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MY FAIR LADY 


going at this hour? And what is it 
you are carrying?” John replied 
without batting a lid, "This is a wa~ 
ter divining rod, siz.” His luck held, 
By five a.m. the name on the thea~ 
tre he worked read, 'My fair lady’ 
but the the cinema hall opposite 
Leicester square now appeared to 
be showing a film called, 'M BOSS! 
Retold by 





Kalyanasundaram, 
1X Std, Bangalore 








* Don't bore others with your roubles 


lost of us are often criticis- 

ing or condemning or com: 
plaining about others, Have we 
ever stopped to wonder how far 
we are right? It would be better 
to figure out why and what they 
do in a given situation. That is a 


na big and a beautiful house, 
No one knows when 1 was built 
Unlike the houses in my neigh: 


bourhood I don’t bear the year on my 
forchead, Neither do I exhibit the 
flamboyance of the bygone eras, Tam 











simple and huge. The houses in my 
neighbourhood depict the period they 





igh 
nly razed to the ground, He 








\ot more profitable and in- 
triguing than criticism. It 
breeds sympathy, tolerance 
cand kindness. 

This is merely the fist step. 
Try to lean to give praise. In our 
interpersonal relations we are 
dealing with human beings. Just 
as we love to be praised so do 
the others. 

‘A friendly trail of little sparks of 
gratitude like saying 





who run into my garden giv 





nightmares. 

Tam not as large as the 
house down the street, Lam not as old 
asmy other neighbour, Tassume I must 
rs old. 














be about twenty Inside me 
1e five rooms — one kitchen, one 





bathroom, one dining room and two 
bedrooms, 
One day: 





ly 
There were six people. 





led at my gate 
They were <a 





Autobiography of a 





\vas bought by a real estate agent and 
soon I was covered with dust and sand. 
Host much of my colour, But my own 
wasakind man. He repainted me, TI 
multistoreyed complex that has come 


up next to me is full of noisy children 


16 











ndfather, a grandmother, mother, 
Father and two children. ‘They were 
looking for a house and I suited them 
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‘please’ when you want some- 
thing done, will boost friendship. 
You will be surprised that these 
small words will be remembered 
by them when you visit them next 
time. 


Raa that you are not 
.as important as the person 
you are talking to. Do not bore 
your listener with all your troubles. 
Instead try talking about his prob- 
lems, Why talk about what you 
want? That is childish, The rest of 
the worlds just ke you, The world 
's interested in what it wants. 

We are interested in what we 
want. So, the only way to influ 


st right. 








was Surprised when I heard the rent. 

They were paying Rs. thirty 
thousand a year, Well, they die come 
nd live in me, ‘They lived in me for 
six years 

One day a postman came, He hand: 
ed aletter to the head of the family, He 
reael it and jumped for joy. The entire 
family was happy. He had been 
twansferred to another town, ‘They 
packed their thingsand left for the 
railway station. Their departure 
was a big event, A huge truck 
lifted all their belongings. ‘Their 
smaller and delicate possessions 
went with them in the taxi 

Since their departure I have 
fallen into disuse, The apartment 
block next door too has become 
old but not as old as T have be- 
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ence other people is to talk about 
what they want and show them 
how to get it. So, “arouse in the 
other person an eagerness to be- 
friend you. He who can do this 
has the whole world with him. He 
who cannot, walks a lonely 
path.”’ If you have understood 
this, you are on your way to mak- 
ing asuccess of your efforts in be- 
friending people. Remember, do 
not overact. You may end up los- 
ing even the few friends you 
havel 
Compiled from How to influ- 
ence friends and people by 
J, Madhu Varthana (age 12), 
Sishya School, Hosur 


come, Pigeons roost on the ventilators, 
Spiders have spun cobwebs in me. 
There are quitea lot of other creatures 
living in me, [wonder who will raze 
me to the ground, 





K. Sajitha, VII, 

Sri Shikshayatan, Calcutta 

Dear Sajitha, please send in your house 
address. 








W 


sins 





AN 
EMBARRASSMENT 














Ithad been raining continously 
for three days. My uniforms were 
wet and | was forced to fish out 
of the bureau an old pair of uni 
form, They fitted a little tightly 
since | had overgrown the old 
pair of shorts. The day passed off 
peacefully enough. But on my 
way home by school bus, my bag 
fell from my shoulder. | bent to 
pick up my bag when the 
stitches of my shorts gave way. 
My friends laughed at me, That 
was the last time | travelled by 
bus to school, The next day on- 
wards, | began cycling to schoo! 
to avoid such embarrassing situ- 


18 


ations, 
Mithun Mohan, Vill B, St. 
‘Thomas HS, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
(Dear Mithun, pl. send your 
house address.) 


ANARROW 
ESCAPE 
We were travelling by Tamil Nadu 
express. The train was approaching 


Bhopal, Suddenly the train halted 
with a jerk. Many people rushed out 





of the train to see what had gone 
wrong. | accompanied my father with 
his permission, of course. 

‘When we reached the engine, we 
noticed that the tracks were in a dis- 
array. Some of the fish plates had 
been unscrewed and a piece of rail 
had been thrown away. 

A farmer, who happened to see 
the track, waved his red shirt to stop 
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the train, It was sheer luck that the 
farmer wore a red shirt. Everybody 
was cursing the culprits who had 
done this job, We thanked the farmer 
who had saved many lives that day, 
R, Praveen Kumar, age 13, 
and R, Priya, age 17, New Delhi 
(Dear Praveen and Priya, 
please send in your school’s 
name.) 


VISIT TO TIRUPATHI 
luring a visit to Tirupathi, we had 















Lae 
si Ww 


to wait a Jong time to see the Lord. We 
‘went for the darshan immediately on 
reaching Tirumala, But it was a long 
wait for us. After perhaps five hours of 
waiting in the queue we learnt that 
darshan was not possible that day. We 
stayed in the queue for the rest of the 
day, walking intermittently and resting 
when we felt tired, 

We entered the temple only on the 
noon of the next day. We were tired 
and hungry but the darshan of the 
lord was worth all the trouble, 

This long wait also taught me not 
to grumble when | had to walk long 
distances. 

K. Saranya, VA, 
Sister Niveditha School, 
Hyderabad 
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‘TEACHER GET! 
fixers) 


‘entered the schoo! half an hour 
after the bell, My headmistress gave 
mera good dressing down. Later, as 
| entered the class a laboratory 
attender told me that the students 
were in the laboratory. 

| walked to the laboratory. The stu- 
dents were watching a spectrum trough 
a prism. 

On our way back to the class my 
friends were discussing the new teacher 
They said, he had had some trouble 
with the prism since it was a cloudy day. 

‘The teacher had later done the ex- 
periment using a mercury lamp. In the 
‘lass found a youna man meddling with 


fy hal eo 


he, 





“ 
the mercury lamp. | thought it rust be 
one of my classmates. | asked him, 
"What are you doing? Haven't you seen 
‘mercury lamp before in your life?" 

My friends nudged me and cau- 
tioned me to keep quiet, But, | contin- 
ed scolding him, The man looked up 
and tomy horror! learnt that he was our 
new Physics teacher. My teacher for- 
gaverne, but! have vowed never toopen 
my mouth without ascertaining the iden- 
tity of the person ! was talking to. 

Vijay, age 14, 
Anne's HS, Hiriyur, 
Chitradurga 


W 





‘els belong to the family of fish 
& though they look like snakes. 
There are a variety of 
glass eels, electric eels, gr 
black, grey and brown eels. 

The glass eels were a mystery to 
Egyptians for a long time. So much 
was the curiousity that ancient 
Egyptians believed that the baby ecls 
came from the pieces of skin rubbed 
off by the adult eel. There were other 
bizarre theories too, Some said they 
were made of mud; others said they 
were made from horse hair! 

“The glass eel begins its journey as 
is born. For thousands of 





n eels, 














soon as 
years nobody had seen the eel eggs 
hatch. Hence many tales were woven 
about these mysterious creatures. 
Eels live in shallow waters. Most 
well-known among the eels family, 
the Morays grow up to three meters 
long. They make coral reefs their 
home. This type of eel is brightly 
coloured and has a powerful bite. 











The glass eel or the European ee! 
\ge life history. They are 
always on the move from their birth 
to their death, ‘The eels move from 
warm waters of the sea towards the 
Atlantic ocean as they grow up. They 
then return to warmer waters for 


mating 
km to reach the fresh 


oS 


rivers of Europe. The female 









he glass eels travel 4,800 





eels lay thousands.of eggs 74 
in the Sargossa Sea, a part of 
the Alntic Ovean. The female 
then spend their las 
days here. The eggs hatch 
into tiny, transparent leaf- 
shaped larvae. These lary 
are swept towards Europe in 

the ocean curtents. By the time 

these larvae reach Europe ‘ 
they would have grown 10 

cems in length. 
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This drift towards Europe takes 
them three years, During this journey 
they grow in size and change in shape 
too, When they reach the Europ 
coast they are still transparent but are 
thinner and look more like aclult eels. 
appearance they are 
called ‘glass eels’ or elvers 





Because of thei 





These elvers are stil carried! on by 
where the river joins the sea. ‘They 
gradually change to a black colour 
and begin to look like adult ecls. A 
female European eel may grow to be 
4 metre long. The males are usually 
only 50 ems long. The ‘elvers'as they 
are called, swim up from the estuaries 

Here they make a 
By now, they know to face 





the sea currents to the estu 





into the rivers, 
home 
currents, ‘They swim aginst the current 
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he females swim further into the 
The 
males generally stay close to the 


Cc 
rivers, lakes and ponds. 
S kes and pone 


sea, The females travel on wet 





too during the nights. ‘They continue 
to travel on land til they find a good 
watery home. Once they settle down, 
sain there till they are fully 
grown. Male eels stay in th 
water home for 12 years while the 
female cels stay for'about 19 years 
They then head For the sea, The eels 
return fo their place of birth, the 
Sargossa Sea, They mate here, lay 
their eggs and die, ‘The journey of a 
ration of eels begins 


they 














new ger 

A single fin rung round the eel’s 
The adult eels may be of any 
Fels live in burrows in the 


body 
colour 
mud or hide among rocks at the 
bottom of the water, Eels hunt only 
by night, ‘They cht out of their hiding, 
and snap up the unsuspecting prey 
and return to their hiding, They feed 
on tiny fish and frogs 
ha 


its hold before it returns home, 


They have 
mouths so the food is firmly in 
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dollars 
together. Ex: 
plain. 
3. What is the biggest 
number you can form with 
four I's 

S. Srividhya, age 12, Hyderabad 








Personality quiz 
1. He is called the ‘father of geom- 

etry’ 

2. He went to Cam- 
bridge for his studies. 

3. He invented the 
compound micro- 
scope. 

4. We owe the 
great pythogorus 
‘theorem to him, 

5, He is the father 
‘of modem computers. 


1, A plane takes one 
hour and 20 minutes to fly 
from A to B, But 80 min- 
utes to fly from B to A. 
How will you explain it? 
2, Two fathers gave th 
two sons some money. One 
gave his son 150 dolla 
other gave 100 dollar 
when they made a total of 


their finances they found out € Al 














that they had only 150 






j) humps? 


How do rabbits 
What do you call keep their fur so nice 
and clean? 
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a camel with three 
n 



























1, What is the equivalent of the 9, Who was 
World Cup in baseball? the only female 
2, In which sport is the Mac competitor in 


Robertson International Shield the 1976 Olym- 
contested? pics not to be 
3, With which sport is the late given a sex 


Aga Khan connected? test? 
‘4, What is the nationality of 10. Who 
the tennis player, Neale Fraser? won the 1981 








5, In which year did Ian Calcutta cup 
Botham achieve his first cap- match’ 
tainey? 11, How 

6. Who was the first profes- many people play in a Polo t 
sional cricketer to captain Eng- 12. In which country was Sir 
land? Donald Bradman born? 


7. Af you were standing in a Hita Unnikrishnan, Std VLA, 
National Jr. School, 


diamond, what would you be 
Bangalore, 


playing? 
8. To what did 
‘Thomas Lord 
a jens dance? 
Elizabeth Cyriac, 

“Sishy 


ye 10, 


Chennai 
Answers on 
page 72, 

















Name 4 
animals of 
the cat fam- 







“what — is 
a dog with 
three legs 
called? 


eptember 2B 





teuuayo ‘SSHIN 
Wado “VIIA ‘tepuns Aelia “W 
‘Bunyan UBIOIS OU 
unja1 0} payse Sema} "UELIOM PIO 
‘eu Suyeayo 40} papuewudes sem 
JO}20P a4 UE INOARS S,UEWIOM PIO 
‘ayy ul joIpien eu ane6 s6pni eu, 
~esnoy 
‘Aw ut ainyusny Aw puy 01 aide 
uaaq aney pinoys | as(3 “Asalew 
ANA ‘purig {Ins WE | | (payst 
“eA aney aINYUNY Au fe UL BOR 





-ou | “TUBS Aus 
peure6e: | 48) 
~je ing “@snoy 
‘Au ut asnquany 
jo 10] & aynb 
pey | pug 
sem | UBUM 
“unouoy 4n0,,. 
‘paydes vewom 





pio euL 

£889} SIY WY 
pied jou nof aney vay Ay 40}90p 
‘aun sfes ‘paino ueeq aney 


oA. ‘ueWOM sy 12 pax00) 2 ||, 


<nouoy 
unok 'saA, ‘patidas UeWOM Bul 
wEPAIND BOM NOK jt 
sea) Sil 10,009 @ut Aed 0} asiWOd 
nos pig, 384 paxse s6pni sus 
‘aBpni aut e10}9q seadde 01 payse 


sem UeWON aul seAME] Sy 0} J] 
“jew ey) payoda: a} “uBue awed 
~29 40}90P 2. “SSBUPUIIG PapLAL 
~21d UBWIOM pjO a4, “S394 SIY 40) 
UeWOM pjo 24) PaySE 40100 BL, 
‘uI09 UNO 
sly Ul 2010p uj Keds 0} paproap 
aug ‘Suoissassod 194 J0 44 PAqgO! 
pey pue ssauputig 184 jo a6e) 





1 S.M0Hv00= 


-UeApe Uaye} PEY JOIOP 24) YUL 
pasieas aug "pessessod ays s6uIN) 
‘uy Ie 30 e18q Sem pani ays asNoY 
aun Tey) paolou ays ‘IYBIS 494 
paureBs ays uaym ing ‘paino sem 
ewom ay) Shep [e1Nes JOyy 
‘paseald Sem UBWOM pO Sy, 
“ewou Jou ye Jay Je8) pinom ay pres 
PUB UeWON a4 UO Aud YOO! 4010p 
UL JO}OOP ayy 88S 0} IUAM B4S 
pug Sem UEWOM Bt] “UBLIOM 
po ue pont eben ews © ul 











 GOKULAM 






















































































orthe past several months | have 
P=: writing the history of 
Jayabalpore kingdom and the 
dings of King Jayabalan and his min- 
isters. But so far | have not touched 
tupon one Important matter - holidays 
Jayabalpore perhaps had the 
largest number of holidays among all 
the counties of the world, This is how it 
came about 
Jayabalpore originally had 


two holidays every 


week. That is 

‘one hundred and four holidays 
a year. But then a women's oF 
garisation started agitating for 
‘one more holiday every week 
This group called Watchword 
cof Women’ (WOW) demanded 
‘a hdliday for housewives, “Let 
Us be fee just one day; and let 
‘our husbands do the house- 
work that day” they said. This 
was agreed to, and so there 
were 156 holidays, 

‘A rival group called 'Pro- 
gressive Organisation for 
Women’ (POW) immediately 
started agitating for holidays for 
Goddesses, There were twenty 
holidays for Gods, So the POW 
demanded twenty holidays for 
Goddesses, 

The king's birthday was @ 
holiday. So the WOW de- 
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\) 


A Jayabalan story 
manded a holiday for Queen Jayarani's 
birthday. This time the POW joined with 
the WOW, Such meetings came to be 
known as pow-wows, The government 
had to concede this too. So now there 
\were a total of 198 holidays, The coun- 
try worked only 167 days a year. 


ven farmers were not al- 
E lowed to work on holidays 
Ot course, all shops had to 

close down too. 
‘One morning there was a big 
furore near the palace gates. The 
POW group and the WOW group 


were jointly agitating. They had caught 
‘a few men who had refused to do 
housework and gone to their regular 
jobs instead. 

“Observe all holidays!” the women 
chanted. "Arrest the law-breakers who 
work on holidays!” 

‘Sigainasam, the home minister, and 
Solmannan, the minister for Publicity, 
tried to pacify the agitator. 

“Please disperse and go peacetuly” 
said Solmannan. "We will lok into the 
matter, and find a solution.” 

“Yes” said Sigainasam, "We will con- 
vene a cabinet meeting and decide 
what to do." 

“Make sure you don't have your 
meeting on a holiday" yelled the leader 
of the POW. 

“Yay!” screamed the crowd. 

Sigainasam and Solmannan beat a 
hasty retreat. 

The next day the ministers met in the 
king's palace. 
2B 





“Why can't people observe holi 
days!" exclaimed the king in exaspera 
tion 

"Greed, 
Sigainasam. “They want to work and 
earn more and more money.” 


your majesty” said 


"Cc reed is one of the seven 
deadly sins” said 
Solmannan. 

"So working on a holiday should be 
punishable by death." 

"Bul frst they have to be caught" 
said Ganabadi, the minister for heavy 
industry, who hated working 

‘Who is to do the catching?" asked 
‘ivi, the education minister. 

“That is going to be a problem" said 
Tholapes,, the Communications minister. 

“The police can't be used for this be- 
cause they will be on holiday too" said 
Solmannan. 

Sigainasam came up with @ bright 
idea, “Let us organise a separate po- 
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lice force to work on 
holidays” he said. 
“They can be 
called the Holiday 
Police” said Ati, 
“What will the 
holiday police do 
con working days?” 
the king asked. 
‘Working days 
will be holidays for 
them” said 
Ganabadi. "They 
will work only on 
holidays.” 
‘And that is 
how the hol: 
day police came into 








This police force arested shop- 
Keepers who kept ther shops open 
on holidays; they reprimanded 
farmers who tried to plough their 
fields on a holiday; they caught 
men who tried to sneak off to thelr 
offices on housewives’ holidays; 
and 80 on. 

Atter about a year the coun 
try came to a standstill on hol 
days. The king congratulated 
Sigainasam on the working of the 
holiday police. Sigainasam de- 
cided to reward the holiday po- 
lice with a special parade when 
the king would take the salute. 


I] he great day arrived. 
Tie cs nes 
gathered in the main 
‘maidan of Jayabalpore to see the 
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holiday police parading. The king ar 
rived followed by his ministers. 

Drums were beaten, trumpets were 
sounded; and the march past began. 
And then as the holiday police came 
marching in, a great gutfaw rent the ai. 
The crowd hooted with laughter. 

‘How fat they are!” said Ayalaan, the 
rmiister for foreign affairs. 

“They are wadding like ducks!" said 
Verisumai, the finance minister. 

'No one had seen such fat police- 
men before. Having lazed about dur- 
ing all working days, these men had put 
(on a lot of weight. And now here they 
ete marching like mobile balls of but 
ter, sweating and quivering, They 
seemed to be poured into their unk 
forms, The leader stumbled as he sa- 
luted, and the crowd cackled loudly. 


The king gnashed his teeth as he 
returned the salute. The ministers sup- 
pressed their giggles. And then every- 
‘one went home amused by the holiday 
police but angry about the state of the 
country. 


i) he next morning Varisumai, the 
T finance minster, came to S2@ 
theking. “Your Majesty” he said, 
“The country’s treasury is fast getting 
empty, and | am worried about the 
economy.” 
“Why so, why 80?” the king asked, 
smiling mildly. 

‘You saw those fat slobs parading 
last evening. Do you know how much it 
costs to pay their salaries and keep 
them in their uniforms?” 

“But we need them to keep people 
from working on holidays" the king said 

"Do you know how many holidays 
we have, your majesty?” 

The king started counting the holi- 
days on his fingers. 
“There are too many to be counted 





‘on one’s fingers, your majesty" said 
Varisumai. “We have one hundred and 
ninety eight holidays.” 


he people should be 
i happy” said the king 


smugly. 


“The crops are dying. Last time no 
harvesting was done. So it all went 
waste. Perishable goods went unused 
in large quantities. We are going 
through a crisis, your majesty.” 

“So what do you suggest?” 

“A drastic cut in the holidays, the 
disbanding of the holiday police, and 
new efforts to be more productive.” 

“The POW and the WOW won't ike 
it" sald the king ansiously. 

“Make one of their leaders a minis- 
ter. That wil keep them quiet.” 

“The POW has a fat woman who 
makes a lot of noise.” 

“You mean Caloria?” Varisumai 
asked, 

“Yes. That's the one. A real trouble 
maker. We'll. make her a minister.” 

That solved the problem of too many 
holidays for the King. But if you think 
that salved the problems created by 
Caloria you are sadly mistaken. 

Caloria proved that she could cre- 
ale fresh problems in no time at all and 
that she could be as troublesome as a 
minister as she was as the leader of 
POW. 

But that is another story! 


JANAKAN 





















Daddy: People say that Gandii | 
‘and | have something in common. 
Vijay: | agree. Both of you are bald. 

RShoradha, 
1-5/6, BHEL Township, 
Kailasapuram, 

Trichy - 620 014 
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nce Akbar asked his 
ministers, “Can you prepare 
a potful of wisdom?” 


‘The ministers looked at each other 
None of them 
knew how to answer such a question. 

‘Akbar said they could give him the 
answer the next day 

The next day, all the ministers 
assembled in the court, None of them 
had the answer, Birbal was smiling but 
the other ministers appeared worried. 

‘Akbar looked at his ministers and 
asked, “well, have you the answer to 
my question’ 

Birbal stood up and said, “I can 


and remained silent 





of the pumpkins. In a few days, the 
pumpkin filled the pot. 

Birbal took the pot to Akbar, Akbar 
said, “I asked you for a pot of 
wisdom, 

Birbal replied, “If you can remove 
the pumpkin from the pot without 
breaking the pot then you will also set 











wisdom,” 
AK 

taught that real wisdom cannot be seen, 
He rewarded Birbal handsomely, 

. Uma Maheswari, VII-C, KGI 





realised that he had been 








[Dear Uma, please send in your | 
school’s name. 


Wisuon surmiss POTFUL OF 


“But, I need thi 
‘months time.” 





kbar granted him 

the time. Birbal 
bought pumpkin seeds 
and sowed them in his 
backyard, Within a 
few days, the seeds had K 
germinated into plants. ies 
and produced flowers. 
A few days later, the 
pumpkins had grown, 
Birbal inverted a small 
earthern pot atop one 
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THIS 1S THE CRAFT. 
Just ONE CAN Gd: YouR 
DESTINATION 1S 


A 
PLANET THAT WILL FIT 
You VERY WELLw 


IDjsi 


‘STOR' 
PICTURES: TEYARAT 


you WILL 
LEARN IT 
THERE. You 
WiLL BE 
SUPE-R STRONG. 
) KNOW YoU 
WILL USE YouR 
STRENGTH 
ONLY FOR G00 


AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
PUR POGES 
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Vand FREEDA, 
‘RoMAx' - & Kowor f 
Wik. BE OF GREAT 


me THERE WiLl 


Nas NO ‘TOMORROW’ 
FOROUR 

PLANET. BEFORE 
YOU GET INTOTHE 


qt 182 1748 YS 
To BE CONTINUED 
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B, SNEHA, VI A, SACRED HEART 
CONVENT HS, HUBLI 













G, SIVAKUMAR, 
IX STD, PSSSS, CHENNAI. 


RANJITHA M. RAO, 
STD VII, ST. CECILY’S ENG. PR. 
SCHOOL, UDUPI 





ear Ranjtha and Biresh, pl. send in your 
house address. Fi 





NITESH SAH, AGE 15, 
DV BOYS HM, 


BURDWAN 
































TN A VILLAGE IN JAPAN LIVED A POOR 
THEA CMTE WOODCUTTER YOHYOU. | 
AIAPANESE FOLK TALE 


RETOLD BY 
HEMANTH 
VAMANSHANKAR, 
ST. JOSEPH'S BOYS 
HS, Mil B 
Bangalore 
ILLUSTRATION: 
P.MAHESH 

















HE SPENT MUCH TIME 
BY THE WINDOW AS 
HE WATCHED THE 
MERCHANT AND 
HIS BEAUTIFUL 
DAUGHTER PASS 








dW) MARRY HER. BUT HE 
KNEW HIS WISH WILL 
REMAIN UNFUL- 











































YOHYOU RELEASED THE CRANE’S LEG AND} 
NURSED IT. 





BIRD! YOU'LL 
BE OK SOON. 





A STORMY 
NIGHT? 















MY NAME IS OSHIN. WILL YO! 
GIVE ME SHELTER FOR 
THE NIGHT? 


URE. MAKE YOUR- 
SELF AT HOME. 
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‘THE NEXT DAY - | 
(ate 
IENG@S 
) 



















PLEASED TO HAVE 
THE BEAUTIFUL 
JOSHIN AS HIS 
WIFE. © OSHIN 
WOVE BEAUTIFUL 











WATCH HER MAKE THE BLAN- 
KETS. 
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[ONCE HIS FRIEND CAME. 


WHY DON'T 
YOU PEEP INTO 
THE ROOM. 










NO! | CAN'T BREAK 
MY PROMISE. 



























Z 
| Was 


YOHYOU WAS SHOCKED. HIS FRIEND 
RAN AWAY IN FEAR. 















YOU HAVE BROKEN 
YOUR PROMISE. | MUST 
LEAVE YOU. 





YOHYOU BEGGED, OSHIN 
LEFT HIM. SOON YOHYOU 
WAS BACK TO CUTTING 
woop. 
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concept : K. SARANYA, VSTD., 
SISTER NIVEDITHA HS, HYDERABAD, 
DEVELOPED BY: LALITHA 














RULES 
© PLAYER TO GET’ 
4 STARTS FIRST 
@ YOU NEED 4OR5 


COUNTERS AND A 
DICE 


AS YOU MOVE 


FOLLOW THE RULES 
IN THE BOXES 





laying a spor is a 
supplement to your 
studies, both at school and 


at college. In India, studies gain 
the upper hand, Some children 
show a keen interest in sports. 
Some of these children do shine 
well. Others are left by the way - 
side, 

A sport is played because it 
refreshes your mind. When your 











cy 


mind is set on winning you also 
learn to master the game, Those 
‘who understand the game can 
naturally proceed to win the game, 


Mere interest in a sport is not 





enough, You 


ave to develop 


yourself to suit the game. A 


footballer or a 





cennis player must 


develop his physique to suit the 
game, A chess player or a catrom 





rer must lear to ke 





ep his mind 


alert to his opponent's move. 


A game develops in every child 
the spirit of independence. A child 


learns tolerance, fai 





develops his physical health, 





ess and 





‘games help to develop a sense of 


belonging and friendship, 





Games develop m 





al health 


and are a good exercise to the body. 
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Competitive games teach the spirit his target was so intense that he 
of winning. When you take part in saw nothing but his target. ‘That 
‘a game, winning is not as important made him the best archer, If men 





















as taking part in a game. and women like Kapil Dev 
‘The Olympic creed is Leander Paes and PIT. 
the essential thing, It Usha can make it to 
is not conquering world sports, why 
but fighting well. can't others? But, if 
Indian sports is your interest is 
along way to go. elsewhere and not 
Our country is yet in sports develop 
to produce strong, ~ that talent and you 
athletes, We lack in will be a winner. 


perseverance, Besides 
though India has many 


talented men and women in MY COUNTRY 
almost all games, due tp lack pa a er TT 


Name the county 


Famed for its integrity, 
peace, justice and Breenery 
Name the county 
| | ere Vande Mataram is Heth 
Name the country 
‘that’s flooded with kindness 4 


Name the county Brees 
‘where Gandhi and Subhash Wer 


i he coy : 
Na ey ve vou" 


‘That is my country, 


money many of these aspirants 
never enter competitive 
sports 


If you want to develop 











yourself in a sport of your choice _\ 1 is india Kapil, XB 
you need to invest lot, You Kv No.l, Jipmer, 
must eat the best food so that you Podicherry 
remain in good physical conditio Please send your 
in good physical condition. ear Kap Please sm 





You must have an excellent coach. 
Above all, you must strive very 
hard and not stop till you reach 
your goal. 

Remember Arjuna, the best 
archer? Arjuna’s concentration on 


GORULAM September "@ 





ia Bs 

Peep, / 
WAS EVENLEFT A 
SAILORS CAP! 

















4 
September 9 GOKULAM 








leasour Jus WEP 


[DROWNING 2 
THE ONLY WAY 











GOKULAM September 


Clean Coovum Project 


Thank you all for your enthusiastic participation. Here 
are the results of the contest. 
Most of you have said that Coovum can be cleaned by 
eradicating the idea that the river is a dumping 
ground. 








Fill the river with sand for a height 
‘of 60m and let it go dry for sometime. 
Convert this into a playground for 
children. 


C. Lokesh Kumar, IXC, 
New Prince MHSS, Chennai 


Have police posted all along 
Coovum and nab culprits dirtying the 
river either by throwing garbage or by 
defecating. Impose severe punishments 
so that the error is not repeated. Recycle 
sullied water and store it underground. 

Md. Rizwan, X, 
Gill Adarsh MHSS, Chennai 


Build dykes to prevent sea-water 
entering the river. Widen and increase 
the height of the river. Develop compost 
pits along regular intervals for garbage. 
Develop parks and plant trees, Prohibit 


washing and bathing in the river. 
K. krithika, IXD, 
KY, Air Force Station, Chennai 


Remove all garbage already littered. 
Prohibit factories polluting the river and 
maintain a stringent check on errant 
industries. Plant mangroves along the 
‘banks of the river. 

\V. Prabhadevi, age 11, 
‘AECS, Mumbai 


Treat industrial and domestic waste 
before letting sewage water into the 














river. Plant tees along the river's course. 
They are a natural purifier. 
Ishita Chatterjee, Vil, 
Fatima HS., Chennai 


Educate people-residing along 
Coovum on the need for sanitation. 


September's GOKULAM, 


Grow plants and flowers to prevent diy 

ing ofthe areas. Convert it intoa picnic 

‘spot and place signboards with wamings 
about punishments for erring public. 

S. Sunder Kumar, age 16, 

KY, Tirupathi 


the city and evaporate water. Organic 
residues can be made manure and toxic 
waste can be buried deep underground. 
S. Shruti, age 11, 

8. Gayathri, age 10, 

Girish Kumar, age 10, 

KV and S8OA, Chennai 





Non-degradable wastes can be 
dumped away from the river in ponds 
and then treated. 

‘Adopt techniques as in the case of 
biogas through cowdung. Toxic chemi- 
cals must be treated and converted into 
harmless compounds. Convert the gar- 
bage into manure and use itfor agricul- 
ture. Plant trees along the river banks. 

P. Harikrishnan, Vil C, 
AECS, Kalpakkam. 


Resettle the slum dewellers. Have 
strict pollution control act. Maintain a 
check on unauthorised constructions; 
ban high-rise concrete structures near 
the river banks. Exnora, and other 
people's organisations can take up this 
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task. Trees can be planted to prevent 

encroachments. Remove the sand bar 
at the mouth of the river by dredging. 

S. Nagasti, VIG, 

SBOA MS, Chennai 


Provide garbage cans near the river. 
Involve educational institutions and 
government agencies. Rope in mass 
‘media to educate the public on the need 
toclean up Coovum. After cleaning up 
the river, aquatic fauna should be 
introduced. Boating and fishing should 
be encouraged. 

B. Ajita Mercy, XC, 
Rosary Mat. HSS, Chennai 


Have purifiers near sewage 
junctions. Water must be purified and 
then seat into the river. Declare 


Coovum a tourist spot and there will be 
a change in the public’s attitude. 

CC. Santhosh Kumar Jain, Vill A, 

KV, DRDO. Bangalore 





Flush coovum with surplus rain 
water from reserve Within three 
flushings the river will be cleaned. 
Impose fines on polluters. Coovumn can 
be a cheaper alternative 40 road 
transport. It will decohgest roads and 
make the city beautiful. 

N. Krithika, VIB, 

Vivekananda Vidhyalaya, Chennai 
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Kanaka was a poor boy hailing from a 
|community coheed ‘untouchable’ 


Story: Naveen 
Kumar, age 16, 
Delhi Kannada 
553, New 
Delhi 
Mastation + 
LAUTHA 


‘ach pupil a banana. 


at the banana 

Where no one car 
see you 
eating it 





| stayed 
underwater ar 

ate the 

banana, 


myself in a 
‘dare room 
and ate it 


Take the 
banana back, 
master. God 
omnipresent, 
So, lean’ 
eat it without 
his 
knowledge. 
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Once... Kanaka was fefused entry 
snto.a temple because he was a 


Many students had different 
answers. But Kanakadasa said 


Yes, master. If” 
goes we can go to 
heaven, 


the temple. Let 
me see you there. 


He walked to the rear portion 
of the temple. 





at 
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aranashi is 
afamous city on 
the banks of 
river Ganga. It is 
also known as 


irtue 


called p 


Benaras or Kashi. The city 
stands on the two little tributar- 
ies of the Ganga, the Varuna 
and the Asi, from which it takes 
its name. 

People believe that whoever 
dies in Varanashi goes straight 
to heaven, Many stories exist 
around this river. 

Here is one. 


Lord Shiva and Parvathi have 
blessed the river. Whoever died 
at Kashi went straight to 
heaven. All his sins were for- 
given. 

Vyasdev was a holy man but 
very proud. He built another 
city, next to Kashi and named it 
‘Vyas Kashi, He then prayed to 

Shiva who took 


atience 


pity on him and asked him what 
he wanted, Vyasdeva wished 
that whoever died in Vyaskashi 
should also go to heaven. Shiva 
is considered as generous as he 
is absent-minded. He immedi- 
ately granted him his wish. 
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Thus Kashi now had a com- 
patitor - Vyaskashi. The priests 
of Kashi approached goddess 
Durga and asked her to do 
something about it, Next morn- 
ing an old woman approached 
Vyasdeva and asked him, “tell 
me sir, what happens if one 
should die here?" 


yasdeva proudly replied, 
V fone goes te heaven, old 
lady.” 
Eh? what did you say?” 

asked the deaf woman again 

“One goes to heaven,” said 
Vyasdeva, a little irritated. 

“One goes where?" cried the 
old woman 

“One goes to heaven,” 
vyasdeva repeated at the 
top of his voice. 


old woman, cupping her ear in 
her hand. 

“One goes to heaven,” yelled 
Vyasdeva, who was not known 
for his patience. 

The old woman came closer. 
“One does.,. what did you say?” 
she asked. 

Vyasdeva now lost his temper 
and shouted, “one becomes a 
donkey, | said." 

“So be it" said the old woman 
and disappeared before his as- 
tonished eyes. 

She was none other than 
Durga herself. 

People try not to stay in 
Vyaskashi in their old age. They 
will not die there, if they can 
help it. 

POORVI B. JOSHI, IV, 
Rabindra Day Boarding PS, 








“One goes where?" cried the Jullandhar 
MYTHOLOGY 
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[an oid woman'had fve sons, They exed] | [The women agreed. Alle five Boys set 
fout their living by cutting wood. The | [out. On the way - 
EPS son was considered a fool 
Fi put ther 
together, 
GF =e 
mS 
‘patho fst son put te] 
bones together. 
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Wait, 
wait! Let me\ 
climb a 















































[-And spent his Wife cutting wood) 
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orillas are the 
biggest and the 
strongest of the 


ape family. The first explorers of 
the African forests believed they had 
stumbled on a race of supermen, 
The male gorilla stands as tall as a 
man and weighs four times more 
than man! 

Gorillas live in groups. When a 
family has found a good site, they 
settle immediately, There must be 
plenty of food and water close by. 
The grown-ups make beds by twis: 


ting together branches in the trees 
and covering them with leaves. 

At night-fall, female and baby 
gorillas go to the tree-top beds while 
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father gorilla settles down 

at the foot of the tree, He dozes 
fitfully keeping a constant vigil for 
predators 

Ancient men spun many tales 
around gorillas because of their 
appearance. These animals are 
gentle by nature and harmless. They 
do not attack humans or other 
animals unless provoked. 

A gorilla has a terrifying roar. 
When it fears attack from humans, 
a gorilla can roar so loud as to scare 
the wits out of its attacker, The 
gorilla will beat its chest savagely to 
scare away the attacker. 

rillas walk on all fours 


Goerretines tay snd oe 
Gorillas are difficult to keep in 
captivity. Yet, a number of them 
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kept in zoos have survived. 

Baby gorillas born in captivity love 
to be petted and pampered. These 
gorillas respond to human kindness 
much like human children. Gorillas 
are not as intelligent as chimpanzees, 
They are merely entertaining to 
watch 

Gorillas are very fast. They are 
the happiest in their natural 
surroundings. They are agile and 
swing from tree to tree with 
surprising speed. Their leaps makes 
‘one wonder if they are indeed 
heavily built 


IN THE WILD 

Such amazing strength and agility 
must have scared ancient men. So, 
they spun stories of ferocity about 
gorillas. 

Gorillas are not fighters though 
they have the physique. They would 
rather run when they see a foe. 

Gorillas feed on berries, edible 
shoots, sugarcane and other 
vegetation. They are still found 
mostly in the jungles of Africa 







ram, age 16, 
Sheshadripuram Pre- 
University College, 
Bangalore 


A. a student T admire the 
teaching profession Teachers 
Would a new society: NEY shape 

The future citizens: TeXPES more engi toe ese oF MISES 

te a teacher. Why 

‘my ambition not be differ- 

ent from others? want tobe aber 

con to the fature generations. 

‘y, Kamaksbi, 

age 12, St. Anme’s HS, 

‘Mumbai. 
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returned home after 
| playing around seven in 

the evening. Just as 
| entered the lights went 
off. My mother said the 
fuse had gone off, She 
asked me to take care of 
the house. She went to 
fetch the electrician 
Meanwhile, since | was 
very thirsty after a good 
playhour, | went into the 
kitchen and 
opened the 
fridge. In the 
darkness, | 
groped for a 
water bottle. 

There... 
| grabbed 
the first 
bottle | 
could lay 
my hands 
on, | 
drank 
thirstily 
from it 
The lights 
came on and my mother walked in 
She called out to me. | looked at 
her but she probably was worried 
about something else. | realised | 
was not visible to her when she al- 
most collided with me. 

I was pleased. But how was | 
going to return to normalcy? | had 
ot read the label on the bottle. My 
Uncle, who is a scientist was stay- 
ing with us for sometime. He had 
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‘come to Delhi for a semi- 
nar and he was speaking 
(on one of his inventions. 
| realised it was his 


preparation | had just drunk. My 
uncle and my mother spent the rest 
ofthe evening discussing the semi- 
rar, My uncle asked for me but my 
mother merely said, "She might 
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have gone to a friend’s house.” 


eanwhile, | was enjoying 
myself. I walked out of my 
house and entered the 
guava orchard that stood next to 
our house. There were also a few 
mango trees in the orchard. The 
orchard was guarded by a stern 
chowkidar who shooed us off 
whenever we came near the or- 
chard. Here was my chance. 
| entered the orchard and ate 
as many guavas as | could. | also 
ate mangoes. They were very 
sweet. On one of the mango trees 
sat a beautiful parrot. | wanted to 
play with it. «I plucked a few gua- 
vas and placed it before the bird. 
The bird had a hearty meal. | 
wanted the bird for a pet. So, | 
captured it. But | suddenly felt 
sorry for it. After all, birds were to 
be enjoyed and not to be caged 
So, | set the bird free, 


fear of being found out. As! 


| walked the streets without the 
walked through the market, | 


noticed a jewellery shop. I saw a 
thief making away with a large 
number of jewels. | saw a rope be- 
side the shop's door. | grabbed the 
rope and tied him to the doorpost. 
Iretumed home, But my mother 
had shut the door. | realised that it 
must be past my bedtime. | rang 
the bell. My mother came to the 
‘door but found no one. She closed 
the door and went away. Now | was 
really worried. | decided to spend 
the night in the orchard. As | 
walked into the orchard | was 
tempted to eat some guavas. The 
chowkidar stood by the gate of the 
‘orchard. Suddenly it began to rain. 
In the sudden shower | became 
visible once again. The chowkidar 
was after me and | ranhome. What 
happened next... you guessed it 
right. | got scolded by my parents. 
Had | read that a good shower 
would have brought me back to 
normalcy | wouldn't have had my 
adventure at all 
Deepa Natarajan, Vill B, N.K. 
Bagrodia PS, 
Delhi. 








Little giro policeman: Please sit, will 
you take my litle brother home! He's 
lost. 

Policeman: Why can't you take him 


homet 
Little girl: Because I'm lost too! 
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rdinary everyday communi 
0 cation would be almost im- 

possible without modern 
day gadgetry. But, can man sur- 
vive without communicating? How 
many different types of communi 
cation do we use in one day? We 
‘speak to a cousin, call a friend on 
the telephone, watch the television 
and listen to the radio, That's four 
different forms of communication 
for a start. And what about the 
magazine that we read? Right now 













Jam communicating with you 

itis very easy to see how the 
communications industry is 
likely to progress in the future 
The basis of today’s communi 
cation are the telephone, the tel 
evision and above all, the com 
puter. 

Telephones and computers |g 
can be linked. An intermediate 
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decoding device, or modem was 
used earlier. As more and more 
electronic exchanges are intro- 
duced, modems have become un- 
necessary. Telephones and com- 
puters will use the language of dig- 
ital electrical pulses. Itwill be much 
easier and quicker to communicate 
with computers by telephone, 


visual display 


; units or VOUs are the 


most common way of display- 
ing information. Televisions can be 
linked to phones. Callers can then 
see each other when they are talk 
ing to each other. This is a prelude 
to more developed worldwide 
communication system, Informa 
tion can be transferred between 
computers. People can communi- 
cate with 


ro print mel 





elevision is the in-medium 
of communication 


sh 





jum istading sey 
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each other via the computer itself. 
Communication will thus become 
easy and quick. 

Already computers have made 
inroads into many businesses. A 
systematic network of such com- 
puters will eliminate even the mi- 
nutest of pitfalls. Manufacturers 
may just have to tap the keys on 

the computers and they 
will have infor- 
mation 


needed 
for their job on the 
screen. 

‘Athome, computers have 
made routine shopping simple. 
You just have to call up your local 
supermarket and lo! Your order is 








“How does one aay hello? 


delivered at home, 

Compiled from 

Colour Library of Science - Com- 
munications and Transport 


Abhilash S. Purohit, 
Std IX B, K.G, Gulbarga. 


PI, send your house address, 


rn about 





PART - V. 


fter making sure that the men 
A had left, Sujtiptoed towards 

the cottage. She kept @ 
sharp look-out in case the men re- 
turned. 

The men reached the jeep. 
"Hey, Peter! You've forgotten the 
pistols, idiot,” cried Daniel frus 
trated. "Go, get them, soon. Don't 
want to get into trouble with the 
boss, do you?’ 

Peter scowled and started back, 
muttering angrily to himselt 

Suji walked to the back of the 
cottage and peeped in through the 
small window. The others inside 
stared at her 
dumbstruck 
Sui 

Gitu was the 
first to recover. 
"'Suji, Suj. Is it really you? Am | glad 











to see you 

“Ate you safe?” asked Gouri 
concerned about her friend, "Have 
you brought help?" 

Samir was the most confused of 
all, He was surprised to see an- 
other Gitu didi 

Sowmya explained to him that 
they were twins, 

Sujishook her head. "No. | never 
reached the camp. !'m sorry all this 
happened because of me. Are you 
all okay?” 

‘Yes, we are fine," Gouri as- 
sured her. "Now we mustn't lose a 
moment, We've got to open the 
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door somehow." 

“Hey,” cried Gitu. 
“t've got a better idea! 
Why can't we all just 
squeeze in through... 


owmya_ inter- 
rupted with a 
foud snort, 


She had an atro- 
cious grin. “Gitu, catch 
‘me squeezing through 
that window. You've 


got the wrong end of the stick!" 

"Okay, okay," Gitu said pretend- 
ing to back away in fright, "how 
about..." 

“Gitu!" cried Gouri, “Don't sug- 
gest that we should dig a tunnel or 
something of that sort; you'll. 
you'l.. end up in..." 

“Where?” asked Gitu, 

“You'll end up in...” 

“Davy Jones locker!” piped in 
Suji 

“What is that?” asked Sowmya. 

“Probably she picked it up from 
one of her books,” giggled Gitu 

Sujireached out from behind the 
bars when Gouri put herself be- 
tween the twins. 

“Enough is enough. Will you 
stop it? This is not the time for your 
brawis 

“We are in trouble. Stop acting 
like a couple of dunderheads and... 
start working.” 

That was definitely enough. 

“Okay then," said Suj, "I'l go to 
the front door and see what | can 
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do." 

"Wait a sec." said Gitu pulling a 
crate closer to the window. “I'm 
coming too, sis.” 

‘And before Gouri could stop her, 
she put her foot on the crate. The 
lid was tender and gave way un- 
der her weight. 


ey, whats this?” she cried 
‘out. Something glittered in 
the sunlight. 

Gouri opened the broken lid. 
The others watched holding their 
breath, Suji craned her neck 
through the window. 

“Wow,” exclaimed Samir, The 
other four stared, awed and 
speechless, 

“It's gorgeous,” murmured 
Sowmya, finding her tongue at last. 

“Treasure! Treasure!” cried Suji 
doubling over and almost losing 
her balance. 

Her glasses slid to the edge of 
her nose. 

“Diamonds! So many of them!" 
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‘@: Which person spends 
much of his time on TV but 
never enjoys any pro- 
gramme? 

A: The TV. Repairer! 


Dieney 
(Q Which is the most essen- 
tial nutrient for children be- 


low 13? 
A: PROTEENS (Proteins) 





Q: Where would you find 
the Gods of two religions 
together? 
A: In ari ALARM, of 
course! (ALLAH-RAM) 
~K.Keerthana 
Karumbaiah (age 15) 
Vijaya HS, 
Bangalore - 
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Gouri exclaimed astonished. 

“But how did these horrid, wicked men 
get them?" asked Sowmya. 

“This can't be old treasure after all." 

"You mean... they are...” began Suji. 

“Yes, I'm sure! Smuggled goods!" fin- 
ished Gouri. “And here they are holding 
Samir prisoner. To get the ransom from his 
parents, | suppose.” 

They briefly explained to Suji about the 
kidnapping. 

“What crooks!” said Sowmya in disgust. 

“We must get out of here; and quick.” 
whispered Gitu 

“L want to go home!” cried poor Samir. 
The litle boy had remained quite for a long 
time, watching the goings-on. 


eems like we've fallen into a won- 
"S erful adventure!” Gitu smiled. 
“And I've joined in at the worst 
part!" groaned Suji 
Hmph - adventure!" Sowmya said sar- 
castically, “iit weren't for these two nitwits.. 
Gr 





‘Enough of your silly babble," Gouri said 
sternly, “Suji, go to the front door, quick!” 

Suji rushed to the front door. 

Inher excitement she did not hear some- 
one creep out from behind the bushes nor 
did she hear the stealthy footsteps behind 
her. 

Itwas Peter. He grabbed Suji and she let 
out an ear-splitting scream, The others ip- 
side the hut jumped. 

“They've caught her!” cried a-panic: 
stricken Gitu 

To be continued 
age 13, PSBBSSS, 
Chennai 


P. Kaviths 
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ratcan live longer with- 
out water than a camel. 
A ship moves faster 
inhot water than in cold 
water, 

‘A person drinks about 16,000 
gallons of water in his lifetime. 

If two trays-one containing hot 
water and another containing cold 
water are placed in the freezer of 
a refrigerator, the tray with hot wa~ 
ter will freeze faster. 

Water can dissolve much more 
substance than any other lig; 
uid 

Coal is also a kind of rock 

Talcum powder is made 
from a rock called talc. 

The size of the heart of a 
person is the same as that of 
his fist. 

There are 206 bones in our 
body, 

In the vedic ages, if a 
hindu killed a cat, he had to 
make an offering equal to the 
cat's weight in gold or sil- 
ver at Varanasi. 

A tribe of Burma be- 
lieve that beauty is determined by 
the length of one’s neck. Chinese 
thought that small feet made one 
beautiful 

A cuckoo, as soon as it is 
hatched, will strain every muscle 
to heave the eggs of its foster par- 
ents outside the nest. It will want 
all the food for itself. 

The largest and the biggest tree 
inthe world has been named Gen- 
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eral Sherman. It has a girth of 34 
metres and is estimated to weigh 
2,500 tonnes. 

The strangest-looking tree is the 
boabob of Africa, 

Charles Il received Bombay as 
a part of Catherine of Braganza's 
dowry and then he leased it to the 
East India Company for Rs, 450 a 
year, 

The earth moves around the sun 
at about 107, 200 km per hour, 


TER WATER 


EVERYWHERE... 


A blue whale’s calf gains more 
than 85 kg every day, since its 
birth 

‘Some varieties of bamboo grow 
one metre in 24 hours. 

A single rye plant, after four 
months’ of growing was found to 
have put out 608.58 km of roots-on 
an average 4.83km a day. 

M. Vasanth, Mysore. 

(Dear Vasanth, PI. send in your 
‘age and school details.) 
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WHEN STUDYING 
BECOMES APPALLING 


Indian students burn mid- 
night oil to secure the highest 
marks they can score. Today's 
students spend more hours on 
studies than our parents did. 
Surveys have put it at 30% more 
hours than what our parents 
‘spent on their studies. 

They did not carry as many 
books as we do. My parents say 
what | studied in class VII was 
taught to them in class IX 

Children abroad use calcula- 
tors to solve their maths prob- 
tems. If you were asked to find 
the cube of a 
number you have 
to work it out on 


paper, But, in other countries 
the children use calculators. 

If we were given this freedom, 
we would be using our brains to 
develop ourselves in other ar- 
eas, The number of lessons can 
be brought down. Instead of 23, 
lessons in english we could 
have eight or nine lessons and 
we would be better at english- 
grammer, essay writing etc. 

Children could be given the 
choice of learning a subject of 
their choice instead of making 
them study the official language 
of a state. When ranking per- 
formance, extra - curricular ac- 
tivities could be included so that 
a child who is brilliant in elocu- 
tion and debate will be able to 
develop himselt 

At least the students of the 
21st century should enjoy a bet- 
ter learning atmosphere. Don't 
you agree? 

S. Sundaraman, 

age - 13, 

Air India Modern School 
Mumbai 


TALENTED BUT 
LOSERS STILL __'J 


Cricket has come along way 
in India. Bowlers from other 
countries still make a mince- 
meat of our batsmen. Ours is.a 

talented 
OINT rarer 
match-fix: 


team. Yet, 
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ing 
other such 
problems we 
lose many games. If Indian 
players really concentrated we 
could be the world champions. 
We have a very talented team 
with players like Sachin, Rahul 
Dravid and Saurav Ganguly. We 
surely cannot lose. 
Girish V. Sahani, VIC, 
Shahjahanand, 
Primary School, 
‘Ahmedabad. 


KILLER’KITES 


Flying kites has become a 
dangerous sport. The thread 
used for flying kites is prepared 
from crushed glass. Many 
times, unsuspecting people 
have been hurt by these 
threads. Once a kite cut a 
scooterist's neck. Kites had 
been banned for some time. The 
sport has been revived and the 
fear of being hurt by kites is also 


GOKULAM September’ 


back 
B. Hema, AMM Mtr. School, 
Chennai 
Dear Hema, please send in 
your age. 


BUILD INDIA 
‘agree with Sowmya (July 
‘98), Why include only the 
NRis? If everyone of us in the 
country contributed towards the 
welfare of the nation, we could 
heave India out of deprivation 

and poverty. 

D. Vashishta, age 13, 
St. John’s SSS, Chennai 


LICENCE TO DRIVE 


Most young adults are not even 
aware of how to use their freedom. 
Many young drivers are rash and 
inconsiderate. Maybe we could 














raise the age limit for driving from 
16'to 20, Young men and women 
should learn to respect road rules. 
SBG Abhijit, Bangalore. 

Dear Abhijit, please send in 
your age and name of the school. 
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BB [had been friends with wo 
boys of my class, One day, we got 
into a fight and since then the boys 
are not talking with me. T even tried 
to say sorry though it was not my 
fault. The boys are not my friends 
any more. 

T.G. Lakshya, 

Dear Lakshya, 

© Why should you apotogise if 
the fault is not yours? Forget them 
{fora while. They will realise that they 
are at fault, Till then you have your 
other classmates to fall back on. 


Hyderabad 


© havea problem. [resolve not 

to watch TV but my resolution is 
‘broken whenever I see the TV on with 
my favourite programme being 
screened, How do I kick this habit? 
H. Sangeetha, VIII Std., 
Bharathiya Vidhya Bhavan, 
‘Trichur 


® Tama TV addict. I know all 
the programmes that are screened by 
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attend 


heart, My studies have taken the back 
seat. Ido try to keep off the TV but I 
fail miserably. My future is at stake. 
Please help me. 

G.M. Preeti, IX, Bangalore 

Dear Sangeetha and Preeti, 

(6) The solution is very simple. 
Kick the habit. As soon as you come 
home from school, play with your 
friends for half an hour, You will feel 
relaxed. Go back to do your 
homework. After that, talk to your 
parents for some time. Return to your 
studies, You will not have time to 
watch TV. If your parents watch TV 
at night pick up some comics or a 
maga 
goto sleep. 


ie and read in bed until you 





Tam in Std, IX. Lam under a 
lot of mental stress. I am unable to 
concentrate on studies because of this, 
Mukul P. Joshi, age 14, 
V.N. Sule Eng. Med. School, 
Dadar. 





Dear Mukul, 
What is bothering you? Try 
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talking to your teacher or your 
principal about difficulties you face 
in your subjects, Talk to your parents 
freely on any subject you wish, Take 
‘aywalk when you get the time. Mental 
stress may lead to poor performance 
in school, Sit at a quite place close 
your eyes and let your mind wander 
for about ten minutes, Do not let 
school orstudies bother you. You will 
‘overcome your stress if you practise 
meditation everyday. 


(© My teachers give a lot of 
homework. Iam unable to study 
because of it, I tire after doing the 
homework. [don't find enough time 
to study. My classes begin early in 
the morning. 





A. Aswin, age 18, 
SMK School, Chennai 

Dear Aswin, 

(9) Homework is part of your 
studies. Its given so that you revise 
your portions everyday. Set apart two 
‘hours for your homework and an hour 
‘and a half for your regular studies. 


® tam in class V. We have an 
errand boy of 14 at home. He is an 
orphan who has been with us since 
he was child, He does all the odd 
chores and plays with me when he 
gets time, But, my mother does not 
like our relationship. I.teach him 
english and games like carrom and 
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chess. Recently my mother caught 
us playing together and beat us both. 
She was very hard on him and has 
warned me not to teach him. My 
father too supportsher. What should 
Ido? 
R. Rajesh, age 9, 
Christ Nagar School, Trivandrum 
Dear Rajesh, 
(9) Listen to your mother. There 
is no use getting hurt or letting your 
‘friend get hurt, Ifyour parents do not 
like your attitude you must respect 
their wish, But you need not give up. 
Talk to them and ask them the reasons 
for their rather unkind behaviour, Try 
to convince them that all are born 





equal. Gentle persuasion is best. 
Unless they have very strong, genuine 
reasons yours parents will accept 


your attitude by and by. 
Love, 

Grandma worm 
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ivya tried hard to con- 

centrate on what the 

science teacher was 

saying, 

Next to her sat her en- 
‘emyno.1. Keerthi and she had been 
good pals. But, that day, Keerthi, 
known for her strange sense of hu- 
mour began teasing her about her 
favourite actor. When Keerthi 



























wouldn't stop pulling her leg, Divya 
lost her temper, She warned Keerthi 
not to talk about her favourite actor. 

Keerthi giggled and said, “Fifty 

years of independence and | don't 
have the freedom to express my 
views about Mr. Froggy eyes!" 

Divya was now very angry, "You 

you idiot..." she yelled. 

Before the fight could end, their 
class teacher walked 
in and sent both the 
gis to the school play 
ground with the task of 
picking up the stones 
on the ground, Both 
the girls went to the 

playground. The teacher's 
punishment did not ease the 
| tension between the girls. 
| Divya believed it was Keerthi 
| who was responsible forall her 
| problems. After all, the punish- 
| ment had been meted out be- 
cause of her 

As if picking up stones was 

not enough the teacher made 
them stand outside the class 
for half of the period 


he bell went and 

Divya picked up 

her bag and 

rushed out, Her 

head was aching 

and she felt weak. "Divya," 

Keerthi called out “I am sorry 

for all the mess we created,” 

We?" Divya was very an- 

ary. "You created all the mess. 

Why include me? Now shut up 
and leave me alone, 
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Divya went home, alone. 
She slept through the after- 
noon and was woken up by the 
incessant ringing of the phone. Her 
mother had already picked up the 
phone, 

‘She felt ashamed of her anger at 
school. She should have accepted 
the apology that Keerthi had so read- 
ily offered. She was really silly. She'd 
apologise to Kearthi 

Her mother entered her room, 
saying, "Divya, it’s for you.” 

ivya picked up the re- 

ceiver. It was Deepti, one 

of her friendis from school, 

"Cheer up, Divya” she 

said, "It's Keerth’s birthday tomor- 

row, You can always make up by 

saying a sincere sorry. She will ac- 
cept it, 'm sure.” 

Divya felt much better now. She 
hung up and went to the market to 
buy a present for Keerthi 

Keerthi entered the class just as 
the bell rang. She opened her desk 
tokeep her bag. A pale lavender car- 
ton lay in the desk. Keerthi picked it 
up. On the cover a small piece of 
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POTATO CUTLET 


You need: 4 large potatoes boiled 
and peeled; red chilli powder 1 tsp; 
coriander powder - 1 tsp; salt to taste; 
cutlet masala ¥ tsp; oil to deep fry; 
coriander leaves - finely chopped 4 
bread slices, 

Method: Mash potatoes, Soak bread, 
slices in water for two minutes and 
squeeze dry. In a larger vessel boil 2 
ths oil, Add in the potatoes, bread, red. 
chilli powder, salt and coriander pow- 
der, Cover and cook for seven minutes. 
‘Add in the chopped coriander leaves 

‘and cutlet masa 
Cook the mixture till it leaves 
sides of the vessel, Make 
small pieces of the mixture 
‘and deep fry in ol, Serve 
hhot with tomato ketchup. 

















K, Ashwath, age 
paper 14, Dombivilt 
was stuck (Dear 
Itsaid "Fora \ Ashwat, please 
girl with a ter- send in the 
fitic sense of hu» \ name ef your 
mour - love Divya.” school) 


Keerthi turned in 
her seat to find a smile 
on Divya's face. 

“Thank you very much,” 
Keerthi said as tears fell from 
her eyes. Divya apologised pro- 
fusely but Keerthi admonished 
her for apologising, 

The lunch hour saw the girls walk: 
to the playground arm-in-arm, 


Deepti P. Garge, (age 14) 


‘Sacred Heart Convent, 
Hubli, 


n 





ANSWERS 
PAGE 


1. L hour and 20 mins = 60 
mins + 20 mins = 80 mins 
2. Here ac- 
\ EE tually 
. there are 
Foonly 
three 
peo- 
—~ ple. 
Grandfather, father 
and son. The grand- 
father gave his son 
(father) 150 dollars. 
The father gave his son 
$100. Together, it is $150 only. 
3. Many may say 1,111. But 
the biggest number is 11''. If 
you had the patience to calcu- 
late you will find it is more 
than 280,000,000,000 which 
is 250 million times greater 
than 1,111. 








SPORTS QUIZ 


1) The World Series, 
2) Croquet, 
3) Horse racing, 
4) Australian, 
5) 1977, 
6) Len Hutton, 
7) Baseball, 
8) Lord’s cricket ground 
9) Princess Anne, 
10) England, 
11) Four, 
12) Australia. 








Personality quiz 








Euclid, 
Ramangjam, 
Galileo, 
Phythogorus 
Charles Babbage. 
G.R. Abhirami Priyadarshini, 
age 12, 
Bhaktavatsalam Vidhyashramam, 
Chennai 











They use a Harebrush. 


Mummy cat, Daddy 
cat and their 2 kittens. 


“He is a lame dog!” 
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nce in Rome, when gladiators 
fought, the winner did not kill his 
opponent unless he received the 
thumbs down sign from the 
king, Nero, the worst 
ruler Rome had seen loved to watch 
such blood sports. He would raise 
his thumb if he felt the opponent had 
fought well. The gladiator was set free. 
When a game is played, itis impor 
tant to keep the spirit of sportsmanship 
alive. In most game’, these days this 
ethic has been given the go by. In Olym. 
pics, one hears of drug tests, Many par: 
ticipants these days enter sports more to 
win in the sport. The Olympic creed is lost 
in this fight to win, 
‘A game must be played in a spirit of friend- 
ship. Instead, we hear of men biting off 


OLN LAS 


ears; play: 
ers get 
roughed 
up and 
some 

times referees also 


















are not spared, Many game is a 
atime, even specta test of skill 
tors get to hear play: The best 
ers mouthing foul person in 

the sport 


language over the 


microphone. wins. Yet, what hap: 


pens is that the men 
sooxinghasnadite _(08e sight oftheir goals, 
shareotworrsonemen. Many sports are by na 


ture rough. Like, 
boxing, wre 

tling, fencing, 
kabadi and k 

rate. When a 
person is trait 

ing in the sport 

the first lesson 

the coach teaches him 
is that the sport is 
played to develop the 
player's skill, But, 
when two men are into 
the arena the consid- 
eration is the cup or 
the medal or the 
trophy. 

Cricket is often 
called a gentlemen's 
game. It was in 
cricket, that we have 
witnessed the worst 
kind of sportsman- 
ship. Inthe late seven- 
ties, many bowlers 
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Cover story 
were accused of hurting the batsmen. Bow!- 
‘ers used bouncers to intimidate batsmen. 
Sometimes the bouncers went as high as 
the chest of the batsmen. Many batsmen 
returned home with grevious injuries. A 
ball is pitched near the batsman in such 
away that the ball bounces close to the 
batsman and hits him. Such physical 
attacks were finally stopped when 

many countries complained about it. 

In games like tennis, fines have 

been imposed to prevent wrong 






* sport lke wrestling are grusome. 


practices. Many players entered into arguments 
with the referees about the place the ball fel 
Men like John McEnroe have paid huge 
amounts as fine for using foul language on the 
court 

In the recent World Cup at France, many 
players were seen physically elbowing others 
in their desire for the cup. Yellow cards and 
ted cards were handed out. 


game is played so that it develops 
in one the sense of well-being. A 
team game teaches camaraderie. 
RB {002y, however, sportsmen forget 

that the purpose of the game is to 
keep fitand not to win at all cost. 
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G.. someone a smile which 
means a lot; 
‘And just think how litle it costs! 
What a lot you have done for those 
Who receive a charming, smile of 
yours! 
Lucky indeed are those gited with 
friends, 
Who wouldn't grudge smiles becom 
ing the trend! 
Creation of God, all of us are; 
Created for each ather aren't we all? 
Alf us are petals of a beautiful 
flower; 
Separated, we lose our glamourous 
power! 
Give alot of love from your bank of 
smiles, 
See your goodwill alance grow piles 
and ples! 
Lina B. Nambiar, 
1X A, Army School, Kannur. 
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Much of this roughness is also due 
to the pressure on the players. Every 
nation that participates in competitive 
events wants to see its team return 
home a winner. Ifa team has won once 
in one of these events, that country and 
the fans expect their team to retain the 
winning streak. It is at such times that 
the sport loses its charm. 

Sportsmen who have tasted victory 
‘once believe that if they do not perform 
well the next time, they are not worth 
the game. So, they would do anything 
to win. They resort to drugs that prom- 
ise to keep them in the best form. They 
push themselves too far. When they re- 
alise they could lose they resort to 
wrong deeds. Bad language is just one 
of the forms of expressing their frustra- 
tion. For some players, it becomes a 
matter of life and death. Some coun- 
tries believe that if they win a game 
against the other country, they are by 
far superior. 


n ancient Greece, when Olympics 

was played it was begun as a test 

of skill, In today's Olympics, though 

the winner is still the best in the sport 

‘one wonders how fong it will be 
before he is proved a drug-taker, 

Chess players Gary Kasparov and 
Anatoly Karpov have a large fan follow- 
ing. In Russia, tales of how families of 
the grandmasters indulge in roughness 
abound. Thus, no sport seems to be 
out of bound for roughness. A sport 
must be played in the right spirit. Oth- 
‘erwise, the game will lose its very mean- 
ing. 
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sat on the porch watching the 
sunset. Winter had set in and in a 
Jfew days the driveway would be 
under a fect of snow, Manish, the 
veterinary doctor from the 
neighbouring farm called out from the 
gate, Hooked upas he walked through 
the driveway. In his arms lay a bundle 
of fluffy snow. 
‘Oh no! Ie was a tiny lamb 








Manish 





walked upto the porch grinning 
“Hello, Ramya. Here. ‘This should 
keep you occupied this winter” Lwas 


delighted , But, how docs 
one take care of a lamb? 
Manish taught me how, 1 
named him Frisky. 

Manish’s younger 
brother, Ajay was my friend, 
Soon, Frisky, Ajay and I 
spent our holidays playing in 
the garden, 

Frisky grew up within a few weeks, 
He would wander into the valley but 














PET PALS 
always returned home in time, 

‘The lakes had now thickened 
‘Phere was even a mild snowfall, 1 
stood on the porch waiting for Frisky. 
Thugged myself tighterand wondered 
about the beautiful warm beaches. 

The sun had gone beyond the 
mountains and the valley was in 
darkness now, Frisky hadn't returned 
home yet, I was anxious. 













y ad he 
“ been 
hunted down by farmers? Had he 
slipped in the wer valley and fallen into 
4 pi? Could he not elimb out of the 
pit? The snowfall was now heavier, 
Had he got buried in the snow? 1 was 
now on the verge of tears 
Tran to Ajay’s farm. Ajay said we 
would find Frisky no matter what. 
ad in warm clothes we set out into 
the valley, We shone the torch on 
every bush and pitas we walked, The 
snow made walking difficult 
Ajay was a farm boy. He knew his 
even on a snow-covered 
He too was worried about 


way abe 
valley. 
Frisky 
‘We must have walked half an hour, 
“Oh, blow!” Ajay said, “the batteries 


‘won't last long. We may have to turn 


back soon, With or without Frisky.” 
‘The beam from the torch was fading 
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slowly. 

was very upset. 

Suddenly, I heard a muffled cry. 1 
grabbed the torch and hurried in the 
direction of the sound. 1 was walking 
towards the frozen pond, 

Ajay quickened his step and si 
“we are walking towards the pond. 

‘As we pointed the beam on the 
pond we saw Frisky. Prisky was 
beating his legs on the water and 
bleating, 

“Oh, poor Frisky,” I said running 
whim. 

“Careful,” Ajay shouted. I stopped 
in my tracks. 


Bi was imprisoned in the 
unfrozen part of the pond, ‘The 
ice could be thin and walking into the 
pond was dangerous. It was a deep 
pond. 

Frisky’s bleats were growing softer 
He would not be able to hold on for 
long. Ajay walked slowly upto the 
waterhole, Squatting as far away from 

















get a hold on Frisky. 

Twas worried. If Ajay should slip, 
he too would fall into the warethole, 
Suddenly Frisky collapsed and almost 
fell into Ajay’s arms. 


A® gathered Frisky's limp form 
and fell backwards. He was soon 
walking on firm ice, 

Trushed to their side, T 
spilling from my eyes as I gathered 
Frisky and covered him with a warm 
blariket. 

‘The torch light flickered and 
suddenly went off. It was pitch dark 
Ajay said, "We may lose our way.” 

Isaid nothing. Frisky's warm body 
and steady breathing made me feel 
very secure. I hummed a tune and 
walked on, 











S. Gowri, IX B, 
Carmel Girls H.S., Thyeaud 


Dear Grr, pase send your addres. 
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peacocks got 
their feathers. 


My 
grandmother 
told me 
another story. 
Here it is: 


Long ago, 
birds of the 
world had 
beautiful plumes, 
All except the peacock. The 


( 7 
peacock was the only bird without Ste 


feathers. The other birds held __.~ 1S 
meeting, They decided to give the ¢ 








peacock a feather each. 
‘The peacock stuck the colourful 


feathers to its back. Soon the aS 
peacock had a beautiful plume. 
‘The peahen suddenly arrived on 


the scene, The birds could not 

spare her feathers. Nor would the ‘The peacock did not know 

peacock lend his wife a few feathers, ha his wife had taken the feathers 

‘The peahen was upset and went, hat had fallen off his back. 

home dejected. ‘To this day the peahen, 
‘That evening it began to rain the dance of the peacock during 

heavily. The peacock spread his the rains, She hopes the peacock 














plume and danced merrily away, il} Jet fall a few feathers, The 
peahen could then stick them to 
The peahen who watched this aes bank-ailhiout hide 
mcrae oi husband's knowledge. 
fe 
off the (\ J: Ramya, VOB, 
peacock's Y Jyothikala 
back, ‘The ~—S Peetha, 
peahen picked them up and stuck \\ Bangalore 
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Examination hall - Cricket field 
Examinee- Batsman 
Examiner - Umpire 
Pen - Bat 
Marks sheet - Score board 
Question paper - Scoring target 
Difficult question - Pace ball 
Easy question - Boundary 
Caught cheating - Run out 
Paper cancelled - Stumped 
Sitting sadly - Playing 
defen: 
Principal - Leg umpire 
Lenient examiner - No ball 
Questions out of text - Wide 
Attempting no questions - Out 
for a duck 
Ist postition in school - Man of 
the series 
Ist position in class - Man of the 
match 
Ramya, Vil Std, 
V.V.S.G.C School, 
Bangalore 


SPORTS QUIZ 


1) What game is ‘leg glance’ associ 





ively 





NATION HALL 











~CACKET IN EXAMI 





ated wth? 
: 2 How oiy-egutesee techs 
Les chess board? 
: 3) What was tbl teiscalled be 
¥ fore 19217 
te |. 4) What sport is held in Velo- 
= dome? 
Answers 5) Why do skiers wear dark glasses? 
1) Cricket 2) 643) Ping-pong 4) Cy ‘Shanmuganathan, VIC, 
5) Because the eno ret the sn Pett seminaire HS, Pondichery, 
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